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2007 South Island Ocean Kayaking Championships

9th April 2007 

The 2007 South Island Ocean Kayaking Race was held on Monday the 9th of April on a 15 kilometre course from Magazine Bay in Lyttelton Harbour to Summer Beach in very good conditions.

The contestants raced in relatively calm conditions.  They paddled with a light tail wind down Lyttelton Harbour until they turned Godley Heads when they were greeted by a small swell, and a head wind with a bit of rain. 

A small field of eleven paddlers turned up for this inaugural event.  A split start meant that faster paddlers had others to chase.   A close competition had developed between Hadyn Lockie and Ben Keys until they were sharing a wave onto Summer Beach when fellow contestant Dave Hunter’s surf ski hit Key’s and they fell off their craft, allowing Hadyn a clear run to the beach to take first place in the SLS Spec section. 

Michael Mead paddled a calculated but very good race to take overall fastest craft and first surf ski in a very good time of 69m30s.

The twin pairing of Steve Moffatt and Steve Gurney in a Hypernova 

failed to match the fast younger single craft of Mead, although they were very close at the finish.

Nora Audra, the only female paddler also an experienced endurance athlete paddled well, but was slowed down by the rougher conditions from Godley Heads to Sumner.  She started the race with veteran and oldest paddler in the race Rob Lewis paddling a single sea kayak. She managed to stay close to Rob throughout the race, only finishing a few minutes behind him. 

Arnie Lefleur was the along contestant to need rescuing after his steering system failed.  Thanks must go to the Waimairi Surf Life Saving club for providing a rescue craft for this event.

RESULTS

Male ; Fastest Time 

Michael Mead 69m30s

Female: Fastest Time

Nora Audra 99m55s

Ski – Open

Michael Mead 69m30s,1st; Dave Hunter 73.15, 2nd: Arnie LeFleur DNF

Ski - SLS Spec;

Open Men’s

Hadyn Lockie 112m56s 1st; Ben Keys 113m15s, 2nd; Neil Gard 117m55s, 3rd ;

Masters Men

Brett Leask 124m32s 1st

Women

Nora Audra 99m55s 1st

Sea Kayak; Single

Masters Men

Rob Lewis 98.16s 1st.

Sea Kayak; Double

Steve Moffatt/Steve Gurney 70m40s, 1st

