TOPSPORT KAYAKING LTD

ARAWA CANOE CLUB

SURF SKI RACE

2nd MAY 2004

RESULTS


OPEN SPEC SKI

Darryl Fairbairn, 42m.44s, 1: Dave Hunter, 45m.19s, 2:

SLS SPEC SKII

Fred Teear, 44m26s, 1: Tim Mc Clurg, 47m09s, 2; Brett Leask, 48m.36s, 3: Len Smyth, 61m.09s; 4

RACE COMMENTS

This was the first time the Arawa Club has held a specific race for surf skiis, and it may will be the last if support does not increase.

Race day was equal to some of the best days of last summer with, air temperature of 24 c and little to no wind. A one-metre surf made the first half of the race more interesting especially at the Sumner Bar.

We started the race in a line out to sea off the South Brighton Surf Club.and finished at South Brighton Domain jetty going via the Sumner Bar..  A race distance of about 8 kilometres

With a slight tail swell and glassy conditions Dave Hunter took the.initial lead of the start but was soon overtaken by Darryl Fairbairn and Fred Teear.  Fairbairn on a super modified Spectrum ski maintained his lead for the rest of the race being chased hard by Teear on a SLS spec ski.  

All competitors found the crossing of the Sumner Bar very interesting. Len Smyth, of Topsport Kayaking Ltd in his first surf ski race found the conditions challenging especially when negotiating the Sumner Bar.  On taking the shortcut on the north side of the bar Len picked the wrong wave to try out his yet unfounded surf skills with the resulting cool dunking in the brine and lose of his favourite paddling cap.  Better luck next time Len. 
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